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If CGIAR didn’t already exist, we’d need to invent it.
Overcoming these challenges requires scaling up investment in agricultural R&D to 
transform our food and agriculture systems to be more productive, sustainable, resilient, 
nutrition-sensitive, pro-poor and climate-smart. 
 
INVESTING IN CGIAR PROVIDES EXCELLENT VALUE FOR MONEY
CGIAR delivers significant economic and social returns on investment. Every dollar invested 
in CGIAR yields at least $17 worth of benefits, making it more cost-effective than infrastructure 
spending for boosting food supplies and reducing poverty. Benefits of CGIAR wheat research, for 
example, range from $2.2 billion to $3.1 billion a year, up to a hundred-fold return on investment.
CGIAR has unparalleled, proven capacity and presence on the ground in over 100 countries 
to generate new technologies and knowledge, and bridge discovery science with delivery 
of results to millions of people for development impact at scale.
n CGIAR’s critical mass of world-class scientists provide an unrivaled mix of 
knowledge and skills 
Its 15 international centers have a strong record in conducting interdisciplinary research 
that combines biophysical and social sciences that are on par with the world’s leading 
universities and research institutes. 
n CGIAR’s global network enables it to engage the strengths of diverse public  
and private sector partners
In particular, CGIAR collaborates with, and strengthens the capacity of national 
agricultural research and extension systems and shares advancements in global science.  
n CGIAR has a 45-year track record of delivering global public goods for  
large-scale impact
Research results are freely available to all and adaptable to local priorities and conditions. 
They include new fish strains, livestock vaccines and crop varieties, such as drought-
tolerant maize, which has increased farmers’ yields by 20-30%, benefiting over 40 million 
Africans, and data-driven evidence to shape policies and programs, including the SDGs, 
social protection schemes, natural resource policy, and the African Union’s science agenda. 
n CGIAR’s genebanks safeguard the world’s largest and most diverse collections  
of crop seeds
Genetic resources are freely available to scientists and farmers to develop new varieties 
that are tolerant of heat, flooding and drought, resistant to new pests and diseases, and 
more resilient, nutritious and productive.
Chronic poverty, hunger and malnutrition. Climate change. Environmental degradation. Political 
instability and mass migration. These are some of today’s most daunting development challenges,  
the scale and complexity of which are unprecedented. To keep pace with a growing population, food 
production needs to increase by 60% in Africa alone within the next 15 years, even as climate change, 
water scarcity and soil infertility limit yields. At the same time, agriculture accounts for 25% of 
greenhouse gas emissions and 70% of all water use. 
THE CASE FOR INVESTMENT IN CGIAR
Mobilizing science, innovation and collaboration for development impact
CGIAR is uniquely 
positioned to mobilize 
the cutting-edge science, 
innovation and 
collaboration needed to 
help solve major 
challenges and 
contribute to the 
achievement of multiple 
Sustainable 
Development Goals, for 
a more peaceful and 
prosperous world. It is 
the only global research 
system that focuses on 
the crops, livestock, fish 
and agroforestry 
systems that underpin 
the livelihoods of poor 
smallholders in 
developing countries.
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CGIAR aims to boost its annual funding of $1 billion to $1.35 billion by 2020 to achieve in collaboration with its partners the following development  
outcomes by 2030:
—Norman Borlaug, in his 1970 Nobel Peace Prize acceptance speech
“If you desire peace, cultivate justice, but at the same time, cultivate the fields 
  to produce more bread; otherwise there will be no peace.”
www.cgiar.orgApril 2016. Photos: Front: N. Palmer/CIAT, C. Robinson/CIMMYT; Back: N. Palmer/CIAT.
Spending on agricultural research is a wise investment — long after you 
contribute, the benefits continue.
CGI  aims to boo t its nnual funding of $1 billion to $1.35 billion by 2020  to achieve in collaborati n with its par ners 
the f llowing development outcomes by 2030:
INVEST IN CGIAR, INVEST IN THE SDGS
Mobilizing science, innovation and collaboration for development impact
CGIAR’s new results-oriented research strategy for 2016–2030 is designed to capitalize on its comparative advantages to 
maximize CGIAR’s contributions to the SDGs, and advance the interests of industrialized and developing nations alike. 
Examples of research in priority areas include:  
n Genetically improve crops, livestock, fish and trees to boost productivity, resilience, 
nutritional value and resource use efficiency, such as a groundbreaking initiative to 
change the biophysical structure of rice so it uses the sun’s energy more efficiently, yields 
up to 50% more grain and doubles water-use efficiency.
 
n Improve smallholders’ food security, nutrition and incomes through pro-poor policies, 
interventions and markets, including by developing untapped markets for nutritious and 
resilient millets and grain legumes, and by using high-tech methods to preemptively breed 
livestock to withstand climate extremes and potential widespread outbreaks of currently 
localized diseases.
 
n Generate and scale up technologies and practices to advance climate-smart 
agriculture, such as a pioneering soil carbon sequestration initiative to boost crop yields  
by 20% and cut greenhouse gas emissions by 15%.
 
n Empower women and accelerate gender equity by strengthening women’s ownership 
and control of productive assets, improving their adoption of new technologies and knowledge, 
and increasing their participation and decision-making in agriculture and food value chains.
 
n Improve natural resources and enhance ecosystem services through innovations that 
increase the productivity, efficiency and sustainability of land and water management and 
minimize the footprint of urbanization on rural landscapes.
